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Nor did the Diet have cause to regret its decision,
for soon after the King of Denmark, at that moment
trying to ingratiate himself with them, sent for their
perusal letters which he had intercepted. These
communications were from the emperor, authorizing
Count Tilly to secure the cities of Llibeck, Ham-
burg, Bremen, Stade, &c. So much for the sincerity
of this monarch's vaunted friendship.

And now the war storm long brewing broke over
Northern Europe. Germany ivas to pay heavily for
her want of religious unity, or at least the want of
mutual forbearance among her people. At first the
Hansa towns had hoped that as usual their claims
for neutrality would be regarded, but Tilly refused
to listen to this, probably owing to his secret
instructions from the emperor. All the northern
towns had to suffer the full horrors of the war-curse,
and they suffered hardly less at the hands of their
friends than at those of their enemies. Both proved
equally merciless. In order to escape having a
military occupation within its walls, Rostock had once
to pay 100,000 dollars, and another time 150,000
dollars, Wismar was taxed to the sum of 200,000
dollars ; and Hamburg a sum yet higher. Magde-
burg's fate was even more sad ; it was besieged by
the imperial army, pillaged, and given to the flames.

Imperial authority had never appeared so redoubt-
able to these free cities, or so injurious to their
religious liberties and their political integrity.
Wallenstein and Count Schwarzenberg even went
the length of demanding the Hansa's ships, in
order to use them for pursuing the foes of their